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This is my second visit to PUJ, Cali, Colombia leading a group of Fordham pre health 
students. Both times I have been very impressed with the quality of the Javeriana medical 
program, the physician teachers, the facilities, as well as the students. 
 
In general, I find caleños to be very friendly, happy, and relaxed. This is true for the medical 
students at Javeriana as well, even though their studies are very demanding and stressful. 
 
In the United States (US), students typically go though 4 years of college and get their 
undergraduate degree before applying for medical school. Here in Colombia, students go 
through 6 years of medical school right out of high school. The reason given in the US for 
completing under graduation before medical school is to allow for a more nature student 
population that enters the medical career with a full understanding of the demands of the 
medical profession. However, the Javeriana student we met that entered medical school 
straight out of high school seem quite nature and medical curriculum and medical career. 
 
Moreover, the medical student here in Javeriana, take humanities electives and other classes 
that provide them with a well rounded education. This is possible because of the longer 
medical school program here in Colombia.   
 
All this factors including the selection of a nature student population starting quite young in 
medical education, availability of a wide range of high quality instruction in the sciences & 
arts and Javeriana’s emphasis on the human connection between a doctor and patient can 
really produce great physicians. We had the pleasure of meeting the dedicated students and 
their inspiring instructors and we are going back to the US having learned a lot from them 
in a short time. 
 
 
